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Head Teacher update
It seems like all our classes are going robot mad!  What great fun our children have been having.  Thank 
you for all your support providing junk for the modelling.  What a great start to our project.

We were thrilled to welcome Simon James into our school on Wednesday.  He has written many                          
books, but one many of us already know is Dear Greenpeace.  It is always exciting for the 
children to meet a real live author and Simon did not disappoint.  His drawings were                        
delightful.  Several managed to purchase signed copies of his books too.   

If anyone would like to tune in to Radio Devon on Sunday morning at around 8am you might just hear me 
talking about the work we are doing to raise money for CAFOD and our Big Lent Walks.  Our Year 3 and 4 
have started doing their mile a day to raise money and are clocking up their mileage.  A special thank 
you to Nama, Willow, Rosie and Gracie who have had their opinions recorded ready for the show.   If you 
haven’t done so already, please do donate to our Just Giving page.

Don’t forget it is parents evenings next week.  Children love for their parents to see what goes on in 
their classroom and talk about how well they are doing and what their next steps are.  Please make sure 
you have made an appointment through the office.   

And finally, please do complete our parent survey.  We have had some great feedback so far.  Do keep 
responses constructive as it helps us to shape our next steps.  

Have a lovely weekend and God bless to you all

Mrs Cathy Blatchford
Executive Head Teacher



The Catholic life of our school

Fair trade tuck shop 
Our pupil chaplains worked 
tirelessly, preparing and 
running the Fair trade tuck 
shop this week. It proved 
so popular, the children 
were queuing through the 
corridor and stocks sold 
out in 2 days!
They raised £30 in profits 
which will also be given to 
CAFOD. Well done to the 
chaplains!

Big Lent Walk
We are so excited about our Big Lent Walk that we are doing for Lent this year.  We are 
confident that we will meet the target of at least 200 km (collectively) over the lenten 
period and hope to raise money for CAFOD.  

Our Year 5s and 6s will be doing a long distance walk from school to Dawlish on 20th 
March.  They will be accompanied by some parishioners also, after having a quick lunch 
in the parish rooms.  

Please tell your friends and extended family that all are very welcome to join us too!

Our Year 3 and 4 will be using our ‘Mile a Day’ initiative to clock up as many miles as 
they can across the 24 days at school during lent, starting on Monday 26th February.  

Our Early Years and KS1 children will also be doing a one off walk on the 25th March, 
the details of which will be confirmed soon.  

We are therefore asking parents, carers, parishioners and their extended families to do 
what they can to collect donations.  Your donations can change lives. Every £1 raised 
through the Big Lent Walk will help fight poverty globally in countries like Afghanistan, 
Colombia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Sudan.

We have created a Justgiving page and ask that you donate generously to see what we 
as a school community can do to support such a worthy cause.  
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/olsps-fundraising-page

Let’s see what a difference we as a community can make to this worthy cause.



These clubs will be running this half term
Please use this link to sign your child up 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-88w7mIMT6TVxRj6x2D5LGH8A5lJnboMFleJnCyzrKq2Vrw/vie
wform?usp=sf_link

● Spanish with Dani Wednesdays 3.15pm - 4pm

● Multi-Sports Wednesdays 3.15pm - 4.15pm (Year 1/2/3 only)

● Year 3/4 Gardening Club Fridays 3.15pm - 4pm (First-come, first-served as places are 
limited)

● Maths SATS booster club (Year 6). Thursday 3.15pm-4pm. 

● Lacrosse - Premier Sport Fridays 3:15 - 4:30pm

SPRING 2 term clubs:



Early Years Year 1 & 2

The children in Mars 
Class loved the 
launch of our STEM 
project. They had a 
fantastic afternoon 
designing and making 
robots!

The children in Stars and Moons 
thoroughly enjoyed our author visit 
with Simon James. He was so 
inspiring that the children came 
back to class and went straight to 
the writing and drawing tables to be 
just like him.
Thank you to the friends for helping 
with the visit. 
Also, a special thanks to everyone 
who has donated to the collection 
point for the food bank. It is still 
available if you are able to donate.



Year 3 Year 4
Saturn class produced some excellent 
robot designs when they were junk 
modelling for the launch of our STEM 
project. The children were really 
creative in what they produced!

Jupiter have started our 
dance unit this week. The 
theme is robots to go with 
our STEM project. The 
children were learning to 
move in unison and came up 
with a routine to simulate 
a robot in pairs. 



Year 5 Year 6Year 6 produced some excellent robot 
designs when they were junk modelling 
for the launch of our STEM project. The 
children were really creative!Year 5 went on a litter 

pick in the local community 
as part of our mini police 
unit. They collected 6 bags 
of rubbish!



Disciple of the week Star of the week
20.2.24 26.2.24

Early Years Hughie Lumen

Y1 & 2 Isla-Rose Ellie

Y3 Di-anne Fitzgerald

Y4 Olivia Jasmine

Y5 Theo F Zach

Y6 Marnie Celia 

20.2.24 26.2.24

Hope Fortitude

Early Years Chloe Rune

Y1 & Y2 Poppy Arlo

Y3 Izzy Callum

Y4 Kamran Teddy

Y5 Kody Elsa

Y6 Archie Gracie 



Is your child too poorly for School?
If you are unsure about your child’s 
symptoms and whether to send them to 
school, the following link is very informative 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

20th February - 1st March

Reception 95.35%

Year 1/2 98.08%

Year 3 90.20%

Year 4 97.89%

Year 5 95.93%

Year 6 89.42%

Well done once again to Mars ! 

A Message from Steph, our Attendance and Welfare Officer 

Illness
Just a reminder that if your child is not going to be in school due to illness, please contact the 
school by 9.30am by leaving a message on the absence line or emailing the school office. 
Please provide a specific reason for absence and ensure that you call the school every day that 
your child will not be attending.
If we do not have contact from you, the office will call all other phone numbers and a member of
staff may visit your home. The absence will be unauthorised.



6th May May Day bank holiday

5th March 3.30-6.30pm OLSP parents evenings - all classes 7th May 10am Mass for Pentecost in School

6th March World Book Day (children to dress as a page, or a character 
from their favourite type of book)
3.30-6.30pm Parent consultation evenings Y1, 2 and 6

9th May Year 3 attending Mass at Shaldon Church

7th March Year 4 attending Mass at Shaldon Church
World Book Day theme dinner menu (change to usual menu)
3.30 - 6.30pm Parent consultation evenings: Early years, Year 3, 
4 and 5

WB 13th May SATS week for Year 6 

8th March 9:45am - 11:15am Year 4 - Football Festival 27th May Half Term Holiday

15th March 10am Mass for St Patrick in School
5pm - 7.15pm Friends St Patrick’s Day Party

3rd June INSET Day (Non-Pupil)

17th March St Patrick’s Day 4th July Year 1/2 attending Mass at Shaldon Church

26th March 4:30pm Year 5/6 Dawlish Water Rotary Club Primary Schools 
Quiz Challenge 

5th July 2pm - 3pm Whole School Music Celebration (more info to 
follow nearer the date)

28th March Last day of Spring Term
Friends Easter Non-Uniform and Easter Bonnet Competition
Fire safety talks for Years 1/2 and 5

19th July 3.30pm - 8.30pm School Barbecue

15th April Summer Term Starts 24th July 9am End of Year Mass

15th - 19th April Y6 Residential 25th July Last day of Summer Term

23rd April St George’s Day



https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofolsp/



Wonka by Sibeal Pounder
Before Charlie, before the Chocolate Factory, comes a story of 
invention and imagination . . .
Ever since he was a child, Willy Wonka had dreamed of making 
chocolate and sharing it with the world.  As a young man, he arrives at 
the world-famous Galeries Gourmet, determined to change the world 
one delectable bite at a time.  But hounded by a trio of jealous 
chocolatiers, and tricked into a lifetime of washhouse drudgery, 
Wonka will need a little luck and a whole lot of magic – along with 
some help from a few friends – to fulfil his destiny.  Because if you’re 
lucky enough to meet Willy Wonka, anything is possible.
This delicious tale of dreams, friendship and chocolate is based on the 
major motion picture, Wonka.  

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
“Greetings to you, the lucky finder of this Gold Ticket from Mr Willy 
Wonka! Tremendous things are in store for you!”.  Charlie Bucket's life is 
about to change forever, thanks to one miraculous moment! Willy 
Wonka, chocolate maker extraordinaire, has hidden five golden tickets 
in five ordinary bars of chocolate, and any child who finds one will get 
the chance to visit his incredible factory.  And Charlie has found one . . 
. But so have . . . Augustus Gloop - a glutton for chocolate, Veruca Salt 
- a spoiled and selfish brat, Violet Beauregarde - a repulsive 
gum-chewer and Mike Teavee - a television fiend.  With a chocolate 
river, delectable confectionery and mysterious Oompa Loompas, Mr 
Wonka's factory is the most wondrous place Charlie has ever seen.

"So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, go 
throw your TV set away, and in its place you 
can install a lovely bookshelf on the wall." - 
Roald Dahl

This newsletter we recommend









School Website Free App 
Parents and Carers have access to a free app, linking you to our School Website.  
If you download the app, you will receive a notification every time information is 
added or updated on our website.  This is a very useful tool that we are hoping as 
many Parents and Carers will make use of as possible.  Please use the qr code 
below to access the downlod. Or search for “eSchools Lite” in the App Store 
(Apple) or Google Play (Android) 

Free behaviour support resources for schools and families
Have you heard of My Family Coach? It's an incredible free platform for schools and 
families for help and support with all areas of behaviour, school and family life.
The platform includes over 50 hours of free support content from the experienced 
team here at Team Teach. There's articles, podcasts, videos, ebooks and quarterly 
online parent classes that you and the families you support can attend and watch 
on-demand as well.
The resources and support cover a huge variety of topics and we're always adding 
more:   Relationships,  Communication, Mental wellbeing, Friendships, Bullying, 
Calming down, School life, Healthy living, At risk behaviour, Screen time.
And for this time of year, families might find articles on understanding behaviour, 
managing changes to routines, how to enjoy a family Christmas, using family 
support for childcare in the holidays, supporting your child through the holidays 
or why self care isn't selfish helpful.
It's all available 24/7 and completely free! To access the platform as a parent or a 
school, simply visit the My Family Coach website and create an account.



Safeguarding at OLSP is always  a  priority. Should 
you have any enquiries or concerns, please contact 

our Designated Senior Lead for Child Protection: Miss 
Wathen, or  Deputies:  Mrs Blatchford or Mrs Emmerton 

on 01626 773905 Our named governor for child 
protection is Mrs Larraine Coulter                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At OLSP we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information.  As a parent you are entitled to see this 
information and may request to do so.

Further information about the programme can be found 
here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE

Hi, my name is Steph, I'm the new Attendance and 

Welfare Officer here at OLSP. I will be monitoring 

attendance regularly to ensure that, where possible, 

every child is in school on time every day. If you 

have any concerns around your child's attendance, 

please leave a message with the office and I will 

contact you.

WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please 
let us know if you would like her to contact you for 
ANY support.   Everyone needs a Rachel in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING


