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Living, Loving and Learning in God’s Way



Head Teacher update
First of all I need to let you know some sad news.  On the 14th June we will be saying a goodbye 
to Melissa Pearce who is moving to her dream job as a paramedic.  This is something Melissa has 
always wanted to do and she will find it hard to leave OLSP.  However we will be making the most 
of the last few weeks we have with her and know you will all support us with wishing her well.  
Melissa has been an incredible support to the school and we will miss her greatly

We have reached the end of Summer 1 and what an incredibly busy time it has been.  We are 
extremely proud of the results of recent inspections and I must say a massive thank you to all 
the parents that have taken time to not only complete surveys, but to write so many wonderfully 
positive comments.  

We feel the opening to the report sums us up nicely ‘Pupils enjoy being part of this joyful, 
supportive school community. They express pride in the school mission statement, ‘Living, loving 
and learning together in God’s way’ and can explain how it guides them in all aspects of school 
life. Pupils behave well, feel valued, safe and cared for by staff and show respect for others’. 

Next week is half term and I hope you have a lovely week, full of fun and sunshine.  Please 
remember that the 3rd June is an inset day and therefore the first day back for the children is 
Tuesday 4th June.  

God bless to you all
Mrs Cathy Blatchford, Executive Head Teacher



The Catholic life of our school

Pentecost
We celebrated a wonderful Mass together 
last Friday to mark Pentecost.  Thank you 
to the Parents and Carers that joined us 
and well done to all of the children who 
participated beautifully.



These clubs are running after half term;
Please use this link to sign your child up (copy and paste into a browser)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4wmFcd92WSYlC8o9yUyOltCZgwUOfPiI5EeN
mXOqUZk4-0g/viewform?usp=pp_url

● Carnival Club Mondays 3:15 - 4:15pm 
● Spanish with Dani Wednesdays 3.15pm - 4pm
● Girls football  (Year 1 and upwards) Wednesday 3:15 - 4:15pm Mr Stamp
● Boys Football Club with Mr Mason (Year 1 and upwards) Wednesdays - 3:15pm - 4:15pm 
● Gardening club with Miss Wathen and Mrs O’Sullivan Thursdays 3:15pm - 4:00pm (Years 4, 5 & 6)
● Yr1 - 6 Badminton Fridays 3:15pm - 4:30pm (Premier Sport) 

SUMMER 2  clubs:



Early Years
The children have loved working out the 
mystery of who broke baby bears’ chair. 
They have made posters of the possible 
suspect and have written letters to 
baby bear to let him know who did it. 
They also wrote thank you letters to 
Jack and the Giant who kindly fixed the 
chair for baby bear. Year 1 & 2 

We have been busy this week observing 
leaves closely and drawing their features in 
detail. The children thoroughly enjoyed 
using the magnifying glasses to look 
scientifically. 



Year 3
This week the children have been 
practicing their programming and 
coding but on actual robots. We’ve 
had lots of fun with Pyxel our 
robot dog making him do tricks 
and commands. We also made 
mummies for History as we looked 
at the afterlife of Ancient 
Egyptians.  

Year 4 
Throughout our History unit, Saturn 
class have been learning about ‘The 
Romans’ and their way of life. Last 
week, pupils were trying to act out 
different aspects of life which was 
important during Roman times. Some 
children were pretending to be in the 
theatre, being in a Roman bath and 
even acting as a Roman farmer. This 
was a great, creative way to bring 
learning to life in History. 



Year 5 Year 6The year 6s experienced the best 
maths lesson ever. They took part in 
the ‘Snow Party’. The snow was 
created by ripped up practice SATs 
papers from the academic year! They 
loved it! Well done year 6! 

Year 5 have been working really 
hard over the last two weeks 
completing their maths unit, all 
making excellent progress in their 
understanding of geometry 
(shapes,lines and angles). We have 
finished our unit on the Maya and 
compared them to the Anglo 
Saxons linking time and place 
across continents.



Disciple of the week Star of the week
13.05.24 20.05.24

Early Years Ellis Great

Y1 & 2 Raffy Arthur T

Y3 Muno Eliza 

Y4 Beloved Jayden

Y5 Archie B Kody

Y6 Celia Thelma 

13.05.24 20.05.24

Charity Prudence

Early Years Kaleb Seb

Y1 & Y2 Isla-Rose Oliver

Y3 Estrella Grisha

Y4 Hollie Ossie

Y5 Ada Laila

Y6 Gracie Lucas 



Is your child too poorly for School?
If you are unsure about your child’s 
symptoms and whether to send them to 
school, the following link is very informative 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

13th May - 24th May

Reception 94.92%

Year 1/2 97.63%

Year 3 91.39%

Year 4 96.77%

Year 5 97.33%

Year 6 92.62%

Well done to Neptune for achieving 100% last week!  
Congratulations to Mars class for coming 1st over the 
fortnight!

A Message from Steph, our Attendance and Welfare Officer 
Holidays in term time

To request that your child is absent from school for a holiday, please complete an S2 form, these 
can be picked up from the school office. Ensure that you specify any exceptional circumstances. 
You will receive confirmation of whether the absence will be authorised or not.  If you take your 
child out for a holiday during term time that has not been previously authorised, you make 
yourselves liable to receiving a Penalty Notice per parent/carer, per child.  Also please note 
that the Local Authority will only issue 1 Penalty Notice in any 2 year period so a second 
holiday in that time would result in a Court Summons. 

If you have any questions, please leave a message for me in the office and I will contact you.



27th May Half Term Holiday 1st July Tempest taking Class Photographs

3rd June INSET Day (Non-Pupil) 2 July Plymouth CAST leavers mass for Year 6 
(Blessed Sacrament, Exeter) 

4th - 6th June KS2 Swimming Lessons at Teignmouth Lido 4th July Year 1/2 attending Mass at Shaldon Church

5th June Trail Art Workshops 5th July                                                        2pm - 3pm Whole School Music Celebration 
(more info to follow nearer the date)

10th June Trail Art project - Y6 only

2.40pm Year 6 Class 

8th July Samba music workshops

11th June Body image workshop for Years 5 and 6 19th July 3.30pm - 8.30pm School Barbecue

12th June Year 4 Rearranged Exeter Museum trip 24th July 9am End of Year Mass

17th - 20th 
June

KS2 Swimming lessons at Teignmouth Lido 25th July Last day of Summer Term



Thank you to everyone who donated cakes to this weeks sale, we raised £78.55 over 
the 2 days!
We have lots of fun and exciting thing coming up after half term. If you are able to 
help at any of our events please let us know via friends@olsp.uk or message us on 
our Facebook page. We cannot hold these events without volunteers. 
We are excited to plan this years summer BBQ, if you can spare 30 minutes of your 
evening to help on a stall, we would be so grateful.



Can You Get Rainbows in Space? By Dr Sheila Kanani
Why is blood red? Why are carrots orange? Who invented the 
lightbulb?  Why is the world 'going green'? Is the sky really 
blue? And what is ultraviolet light?  You'll discover the answers 
to these questions - and many more - in this incredible 
collection of scientific facts about colour. We'll talk about light 
(the most important thing) and waves (not the kind you see at 
the beach - though you will learn why the sea looks blue!). 
You'll find out how some animals are able to glow in the dark 
and how others change their colours to hide from predators. 
Keep reading to discover why leaves change colour in the 
autumn, why your veins look blue but your blood is red, and 
why the language we use shapes the colours we see . . .
And you'll learn exactly how to make a rainbow - in space.

"So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, go 
throw your TV set away, and in its place you 
can install a lovely bookshelf on the wall."- 
Roald Dahl

This newsletter we recommend

North and the Only One by Vashti Hardy
Twelve-year-old Rose can’t remember anything before last 
week. The only thing she recognized when she woke up was 
her puppy, North. Mother tells her not to stray beyond the 
garden out into the city of Luminelle, but Rose can’t shake 
the feeling that something, or everything, isn’t right. When 
Rose flees to the outside world with North it quickly becomes 
clear that she is not only different, but she’s dangerous.  This 
powerful and original new story is set in a surprising world 
filled with action, adventure and big questions about family 
and what it means to be human. Vashti Hardy’s writing is full 
of warmth and humour and Rose’s journey of discovery about 
herself will expand reader’s hearts and minds. 







School Website Free App 
Parents and Carers have access to a free app, linking you to our School Website.  
If you download the app, you will receive a notification every time information is 
added or updated on our website.  This is a very useful tool that we are hoping as 
many Parents and Carers will make use of as possible.  Please use the qr code 
below to access the downlod. Or search for “eSchools Lite” in the App Store 
(Apple) or Google Play (Android) 

Free behaviour support resources for schools and families
Have you heard of My Family Coach? It's an incredible free platform for schools and 
families for help and support with all areas of behaviour, school and family life.
The platform includes over 50 hours of free support content from the experienced 
team here at Team Teach. There's articles, podcasts, videos, ebooks and quarterly 
online parent classes that you and the families you support can attend and watch 
on-demand as well.
The resources and support cover a huge variety of topics and we're always adding 
more:   Relationships,  Communication, Mental wellbeing, Friendships, Bullying, 
Calming down, School life, Healthy living, At risk behaviour, Screen time.
And for this time of year, families might find articles on understanding behaviour, 
managing changes to routines, how to enjoy a family Christmas, using family 
support for childcare in the holidays, supporting your child through the holidays 
or why self care isn't selfish helpful.
It's all available 24/7 and completely free! To access the platform as a parent or a 
school, simply visit the My Family Coach website and create an account.



Safeguarding at OLSP is always  a  priority. Should 
you have any enquiries or concerns, please contact 

our Designated Senior Lead for Child Protection: Miss 
Wathen, or  Deputies:  Mrs Blatchford or Mrs Emmerton 

on 01626 773905 Our named governor for child 
protection is Mrs Larraine Coulter                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At OLSP we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information.  As a parent you are entitled to see this 
information and may request to do so.

Further information about the programme can be found 
here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE

Hi, my name is Steph, I'm the Attendance and 

Welfare Officer here at OLSP. I monitor attendance 

regularly to ensure that, where possible, every child 

is in school on time every day. If you have any 

concerns around your child's attendance, please 

leave a message with the office and I will contact 

you.

WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Rachel Ripley. Please 
let us know if you would like her to contact you for 
ANY support.   Everyone needs a Rachel in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING


